
 

50% more residents in Curtin? 
 

Now’s the time to make sure 
there are adequate services and infrastructure 

 
The National Capital Authority (NCA) and the ACT 
Government have released draft Detailed Conditions 
of Planning, Design and Development (DCPDD) for 
development on the North Curtin Residential Area 
(part of the horse paddocks). This plan is for 1200 
townhouses and apartments, with most of the buildings 
6 or 8 storeys. It would house 2,500 to 3,000 people, 
which would be about a 50% increase in the number of 
people in Curtin (5,569 at the 2021 Census). 
You can express your views on the DCPDD by 
making a submission by COB this Wednesday 
10 June 2026. 
Submissions can be sent by email to dcp@nca.gov.au 
or mail to National Capital Authority, GPO Box 373, 
Canberra ACT 2601. 
Documents about what's proposed are available at: 
www.nca.gov.au/planning/public-consultations/ 
northcurtindcpdd 

 
 
The Curtin Residents Association will make a submission. Here are our ideas, feel free to use them: 
• New housing options are welcome in Curtin, but need adequate infrastructure and environmental review.  
• New suburb. This development must be planned like a new suburb (as this is effectively what it is), 

complete with necessary social infrastructure such as child care, schools, shops and adequate transport 
connections. For context, Deakin has 3,124 residents and Yarralumla has 3,120 (2021 census). 

• Public transport. With a distance of 1 to 1.5 km to the proposed light rail stop in Carruthers Street, and no 
clear path to the Kent St stop, estimates of light rail usage need to be realistic and consider alternatives, 
including the likely demand for cars and parking for future residents. 

• Road access. With access only by the already busy McCulloch Street and Cotter Road, and Cotter Road 
users unable to turn south onto Yarra Glen (placing increased stress on McCulloch Street), a full traffic 
study is needed before the DCPDD is complete. The long-considered ‘Mint Interchange’, which would 
enable Cotter Road users to turn towards Woden on Yarra Glen, should be completed before the 
development proceeds. 

• Local facilities within walking distance in North Curtin are critical if restrictions on resident car parking 
(see page 33 of the DCPDD) are to be maintained and there is no closer rapid bus or light rail stop. 

• Liveability for residents needs to be the focus, not maximising development yield (see page 39 of the 
draft DCPDD), including whether residents in buildings above 4 storeys (and thus above the tree canopy 
height) are adequately protected from urban heat. 

• Community expectations. An ACT Government survey showed that 85% of respondents wanted 
buildings of 4 storeys or less on this site, which would be more consistent with the garden city envisioned 
in the National Capital Plan. These expectations should be given greater weight in the proposal. 

• Environmental impact. Noting that North Curtin has high biodiversity including vulnerable species such 
as the Golden Sun Moth and the Superb Parrot, a full environmental impact assessment must be carried 
out before the DCPDD is finalised. 

• Rain events. The DCPDD must make it clear how the water ecology park would deal with high-intensity 
rain events, considering recent flooding of Yarralumla Creek and the expected impacts of climate change. 
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