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Have your say for a liveable Curtin 
Send a submission to the National Capital Authority by Wednesday 10 June 
 
The National Capital Authority (NCA) and the ACT Government have released draft Detailed 
Conditions of Planning, Design and Development (DCPDD) for development on the North Curtin 
Residential Area (part of the horse paddocks).  This plan is for about 1200 townhouses and apartments, 
with the majority of the buildings 6 or 8 storeys. It would house 2,500 to 3,000 people which would be a 
50% increase in the number of people in Curtin.  It would have a major impact on our suburb.  
 
You can express your views by making a submission to the NCA by COB Wednesday 10 June 2026. 
Submissions can be sent by email to dcp@nca.gov.au or mail to National Capital Authority, GPO Box 
373, Canberra ACT 2601 
Documents about what's proposed are available at https://www.nca.gov.au/planning/public-
consultations/northcurtindcpdd 

The area covered by the proposal. 
 

 

 

 
 
Some ideas for submissions  
The Curtin Residents Association has developed some ideas for you to consider. If you want to use any 
of the points listed below, we suggest you rewrite them in your own words. More information is 
available on the Curtin Residents Association website https://curtinresidents.asn.au/wp/ 
 
New housing in this area is welcome. It is the ideal site for 'missing middle' housing. This is what the 
Canberra community wants: 85% of respondents to an ACT Government survey wanted buildings of 4 
storeys or less on this site. Housing on this scale would enable "a landscape response which supports the 
image of a garden city of national and international significance" as required by the National Capital 
Plan. 
 
The North Curtin development must be planned in a holistic way as a new suburb. This has not been 
done. The proposed development would add the population of a typical Canberra suburb. The objective 
to Introduce supporting retail and community facilities is welcome. However, the proposal does not include 
the community facilities associated with a suburb in Canberra: there is no local centre with a 
supermarket, for example. Nor is there a community hub - a place for the community to gather and 
socialise. Both are essential if this is going to be a good place to live. 

Cotter Rd 
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Also, given the large distance between this area and existing facilities, a range of local facilities is 
essential to realistically reduce car dependency. This includes day-care, at least the first few years of 
schooling (like the Lyons Early Childhood School), health services, and recreational facilities.  None of 
this is included in the current proposal. These facilities should be required, not left to the market or for 
years after people move in. 
The draft DCPDD must be amended to include a local centre with a supermarket and a community 
hub - a place for the community to gather and socialise. 
 
A traffic impact study is essential for assessing the impact and interaction with existing suburbs. 
Road connections are proposed to Cotter Rd and McCulloch St, Curtin. Both are already very busy and 
congested with peak hour traffic. The traffic impact of placing such a large number of people in such a 
small area will be very high. So, a traffic impact study is essential information for public consultation.  
The draft DCPDD must not be finalised until after a traffic study is released for public 
consultation. 
 
The North Curtin Residential Area is part of the ACT Government's Southern Gateway Corridor 
between Parliament House and the end of the Woden Valley. ACT Government plans for this Corridor 
are likely to include infrastructure, possibly including the Mint Interchange which would provide a 
connection from Cotter Rd towards Woden and reduce much of the existing and likely future traffic 
congestion in this area.  Will this be built? Knowing this is critical information for assessing the 
interaction with, and impact on, existing suburbs. An ACT Government spokesperson said in mid-May 
that the Draft Southern Gateway Planning and Design Framework will be on public consultation in mid-
June 2026.   
The draft DCPDD must not be finalised until after public consultation on the Draft Southern 
Gateway Planning and Design Framework. 
 
Plan and design for liveability rather than yield.  The current proposal has been designed to 
"maximise development yield", i.e. maximise the number of dwellings (see page 39 of the draft DCPDD). 
This is at the expense of designing for well-being, fostering community and good liveability. There is a 
good evidence base about how to do this; for example, Healthy Higher Density Living for Families with 
Children (Western Sydney Local Health District, 2024) and the High Life Study 
(https://www.rmit.edu.au/research/centres-collaborations/centre-for-urban-research/current-
projects/the-high-life) 
The draft DCPDD must be amended to incorporate evidence-based design for well-being, fostering 
community and good liveability. 
 
An environmental impact statement is essential. North Curtin has high biodiversity including 
endangered species, including the Golden Sun Moth and the Superb Parrot: see 
https://curtinresidents.asn.au/wp/ for a full report. According to the ACT Government's Woden District 
Strategy Development should acknowledge biodiversity values in this area including Golden Sun Moth habitat to 
the north. These environmental values been ignored; for example, the draft has buildings on top of the 
Golden Sun Moth habitat. 
The draft DCPDD must not be finalised until after public consultation on their environmental 
impact. 
 
Recent high-intensity rain events have made residents of the northern part of the Woden Valley very 
conscious of flooding. The North Curtin Residential Area is flood prone, and flash flooding is getting 
more likely with the intensity of rain events increasing markedly with climate change.  
A holistic plan that shows how development would deal with high-intensity rain events associated 
with climate change is essential. 
 


